PRESSRELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Minister to Launch Open Sour ce Guide at Open Computing in Gover nment Conference

AUUG updates key speaker information and announcesthat Special Minister of State, Senator the
Hon Eric Abetz, will launch the Australian Government's ™ Open Sour ce Guide" at the second
annual Australian conference on Open Computing in Government to be held next month.

SYDNEY, Augrdia-- 31 March, 2005 -- AUUG, the organisation for UNIX, Linux and Open Source
professondlss, today updated key speaker information for the second annua Augtrdian Open Computing in
Government conference. The Specid Minigter of State, Senator Abetz, will launch the much anticipated
"Guide to Open Source Software for Audtrdian Government Agencies'. In addition John Grant, Acting
Audrdian Government Chief Information Officer, Audraian Government Informeation Management Office
(AGIMO) within the Department of Finance and Administration will be presenting the opening address.

Titled "Future-proofing Government Computing: Open Data, Formats and Standards', the conference will
focus on best practices, raise avareness and share experiences amongst Policy Makersand IT officials.
Participants will come from Government and the public sector, the academic sector, and locd, nationd and
internationa organizations. The conference will be held at the Manning Clark Centre a The Audtraian
National Universty, Canberraon Monday 18 and Tuesday 19 April 2005.

Senator the Hon Eric Abetz, will launch the much anticipated "Guide to Open Source Software for Australian
Government Agencies'. The Guide will provide practicd information and approaches for Government
agencies to consder when assessing open source solutions.

The Guide will be published by the Audradian Government Information Management Office (AGIMO) within
the Department of Finance and Adminigration.

Keynote presenters include:

e Senator the Hon Eric Abetz, Specid Minister of State

e Senator Stephen Conroy, Deputy Leader of the Federal Labor Party in the Senate, Shadow Minister
for Communications & Information Technology

e John Grant, Acting Augtrdian Government Chief Information Officer, Augtrdian Government
Information Management Office (AGIMO)

e Parick Cdlioni, Divison Manager - Audtraian Government |nformation Management Office
(AGIMO)

e Mark Shuttleworth, founder of Thawte and Ubuntu, and the first African in Space

As many Government agencies are consdering the wider gpplication of Open Source and Open Systems
software within their ICT systems the conference will be a key resource and meeting place for users,
developers and vendors wanting to learn more.

Additiona speakersinclude:

e Kevin Russl, WA Department of Industry and Resources (Dol R) (OpenSourcewa.gov.au)



Stephen Mclnerney, Hedlthingite and the Federd Dept of Hedth
FlaSmith, Linux Audrdia

Paul Kangro, Novdll

Avi Miller, Squiz.net

Brendan Scott, Open Source Law

lan Oi, Blake Dawson Waldron

Tom Knapp, CSC

Greg Stone, Nationd Technology Officer for Microsoft Audraia

A full spesker ligt, programme and abstracts for most papersis avallable online at
http://mwww.auug.org.au/events/2005/ocg/

Those wishing to attend need to register online at http://Awww.auug.org.au/events’2005/ocg/registration.html
Note that Patrick Callioni is substituting for the previousy announced AGIMO spesker Mr Tony Judge.

"Open Computing in Government (OCG) 2005 - Future-proofing Government Computing: Open Data,
Formats and Standards’ will be held at Manning Clark Centre at The Austrdian National University,
Canberra April 18th and 19th 2005. More details are available at http://www.auug.org.au/events’2005/ocg/

The conference will take place at the same venue and with the cooperation of Linux.conf.au, amaor
technical conference for open source developers, held in the same precinct on subsequent days, April
18-23. Linux.conf.au isfor Linux, BSD and other related tools of the open source trade. Registrants for
linux.conf.au receive discounted entry to "Open Computing in Government (OCG) 2005".
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About AUUG Incor por ated

AUUG Inc. isthe Organisation for Unix, Linux and Open Source professonds. Dating from 1975, AUUG is
anationd body with chaptersthat organise loca activitiesin most capitd cities. AUUG'sroleisbuilding a
community by connecting, supporting and promoting people with an interest in interoperable computing -
which we see as akey to achieving fitness for purpose and vaue for money in Information and
Communication Technology. Our members are professionals who care about:

e Unix operaing systems from proprietary vendors

e Linux, BSD and other Open Source operating systems

¢ Open sandards, specificaly those which enable the free and unrestricted interchange of information
e Open Source applications, regardless of the platform they run on

e Other cool technicd suff

Vigt http://Awww.auug.org.au/
Previous AUUG press releases can be viewed at http://www.auug.org.au/publications/press/
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